


House painter Daniel Wurm
decided it was time for a change
when his work was giving him a
headache. Literally. At the end
of most days painting even a
well-ventilated room, he went
home with a splitting head and it
wasn't exactly rocket science to
work out that the culprit might
well be the chemicals in the
paints he was using.
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Generally speaking, however,
Angela says 9o per cent of VOCs
emitted by paints based on natural
solvents dissipate within one hour
of application, whereas paints with
petrochemical-based solvents can
continue to off-gas for weeks aftera
single application.

‘Unfortunately, you can get used
to the smell to the point where
you no longer notice it,” she says.
“The responsibility really comes
back to the consumer to find
outwhat ingredientsareinthe
paint, how durableitisand how
oftenyoull need to reapplyit. The
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GENERALLY SPEAKING, go PER CENT OF VOLATILE ORGANIC
COMPOUNDS EMITTED BY PAINTS BASED ON NATURAL
SOLVENTS DISSIPATE WITHIN ONE HOUR OF APPLICATION,
WHERE AS PAINTS WITH PETROCHEMICAL-BASED SOLVENTS
CONTINUE TO OFF-GAS FOR WEEKS AFTER APPLICATION.
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a company czlled Ecolour (www.
ecolour.com ou) produces a synthetic
paint that orogucas noVOCs or other
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company is certified carbon neutral.
Ecolouris scrubbable, can be tinted
toany colourand the range includes
interior, exterior and timber finishes.
The products are price competitive
and can be shipped anywherein
Australia fora maximum of $20 per
order. A zero-VOC artists paint range
and decking oil are in the pipeline.

REFLECTIVE COATINGS
These days, no one would dispute
that buildings that are passive solar
designed are the best performersin
weather extremes. For the past
17years, Adelaide-based Astec Paints
(www.astecpaints.com.au) has been
producing its solar-reflective Energy
Star coatings, which further prevent

unwanted solar radiation from
penetrating a building's envelope.
According toAstec’sVictorian
distributor Barry Battiscombe,
there's no great secret to the
product’s success beyond tiny
ceramic balls that are mixed into the
paint to reflect away heat before it
enters the building. "Once applied to
the roof or walls of a building, Energy
Star blocks up to 9o per cent of solar
radiation from entering the building,”
he explains. "This will lower the
internal temperature of the building
by somewnhere between sevenand
10 degrees Celsius and, of course,
save the energy needed to cool the
building, reducing your electricity bill,
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GREEN ACCESSORIES
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recycled cardboard. Thetraysz ¢
you to peel off dried acrylic Daintsc
they can be re-used or they can be
composted ifyou us N
Sequence also manu
water-operated roller ¢
a zip-lock roller cover bag, w
provides a great way to store rollers
short-term without wasteful and
time-consuming clean up.

RESPONSIBLE
CLEAN-UP

Most paints contain chemicals that

APPLY ASTEC SOLAR HEAT REFLECTIVE ROOF COATINGS TO YOUR ROOF THIS SUMMER

Contact us now for an obligation free quotation | www.astecpaintsmelboume.com.au
ter;Victoria 3153. Tel: (03) 9729 8400 Fax (03) 9729 8900

Astec Paints Melbourne Pty Ltd. Factory |, 27 Scoresby Rd. Baysw
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that extra can. Better still, hirean area.Wipe out thesludge inthe
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accredited GreenPainterwho willnot  firstcanonarzZ === -22 27, 27C c vith your local council fo

only know how much paintyouneed  disposeofitin = Z="-=_= your closest hazardous waste depot

butalso apply it efficiently.” Seal thelid securely 2nc store the for recycling unwanted leftover paint
His other tips are: paint upside-dow =12 237227 and paintcans

# Even if you're using the most eco- airtight seal around the lic. Keap Find a GreenPainter: For more

friendly paint, never clean brushes or leftover paint for7_i_=72_C7-Dss0 information check out the website

rinse paint containers into a street youdonthavetoreoz ~1ime2ntire WWW.greenpainters.com.au &= ?
gutterordrain. R

¢ When you have finished working,

be sure to squeeze excess paint back

into the can.

¢ Most GreenPainters use new

equipment developed by Sunshine

Coast-based company Reclaimer

Industries that separates the

chemicals from the water so it can 8
be recycled or safely discharged. :
However, for DIY painters, Daniel
recommends the "three-can
method”. Wash brushes and rollers
in one empty can filled with water.
Let the solids settle overnight, then
clear off the waterinto another can,
wash the brushes againand let the
solids settle. Tip the water into the
third can and the solids into the first
can and repeat the process. Dispose ) 4
of the water on a garden or grassed 'b\' -

T

i o

s Creawe a Naural & Saie
UVCS Indoer Lving Envionmieities

£ )~

Excellent quality & coverage
Provides beautiful colour
Vapour permeable & anti-static
Plant based, non toxic
Free of harmful chemicals
Ingredients fully declared
Safe for children R
Low allergenic
Biodegradable

Australia

Livos Australia Pty Lid

Tel: (03) 9762 9181

info@livos.com.au

For our full product range visit our
Bayswater showroom or www.livos.com.au




