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Back in 2000. the lvlaster Plunlllers and

N,'lechanical Services Associatior-r of

Australia (MPMSM) initiated a prolect that

wouid becon]e an internatior-ral progl'ar.r1

known as GreenPlun.rlters. Since those

eady days tl.re program has trained well

over 6,000 plunrbers ar.ld plunlbing staf{

frorr about 3,700 lllrsinesses in the

plumblng game.

This iraining has evolved to cover five

nationally accredited n]odules l(nown as

Climate care; Caring for our water; Solar

hot water; Water elficient technology; ar'rd

h.rspections and repods. Where a plurnber

has cor].rilleted all five r.r.rodules, the finn
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and uO poDS a coniacl list oi accrediiecl

GreenPlumbers n tl.le r area. shoy/ ng il:€

rnodu es they have compleleo. A prone

hotllne rs also availab e

For 2008 an addit ona iive r]rod! es

l'rave been added: Princ ples o1 naiu.al
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compulsory moclules: Fnergy

Manager.nent; Lightlngr PLrffrps, Fans and

Motors; and Solar, Heating ar'lcl Cooling.

Like the GreenPlLln]bers. EcoSrr.lart

Electricians oan. on colrpletion of ihe

coLrrse, pronroie their extra skills with the

desicr]ated inclrrstn/ accreclitation. ln tially

trialled rn Victoria and NSW n nr d 2007,

the procJran.r is rrow sprcaclit.tg rrationally

where it is acll.r.Ir.risterecl Lry state chapters

of the NECA.

The accreditation, which is being

registered on the Australlan National

Training lnformation Seryice (NTIS),

remains valid for two years, after whrch

recertification is requirecl to ensure

electricians have mdntained their

knowledge and cLlrrency in the appropriate

areas. Where businesses employ a

predetermined number of EcoSmart

accredited electricians, the contractor may

for an annual fee of $300, promote itself

as being part of tlre scheme. Although not

yet having the online search llrnciion of

GreenPlumbers, it is possible to sttbm t

details on ihe progranr's website ancl have

thern emair o-r a lisT of EcoS ' ar

Electricians in a givetr reg on.

GreenPainters :s not a o'og'a -: .

l\,4aster Painters Associatron, althorrgr- I s

an associate menrber of the incltrstrv boir'

Rather ii is an independent non-proiit

association that was set up to facilltate

environr-]lental besi practice for the

painting and decorating secior. Whilst not

being a direct industry eader program.

GreenPainters does have afii latrons ui ith

other relevant bodies. lt s an Ecospec fief

industry padner arld a BLtsiness

Sustainability lvlentor (providir.rg guidance

and advice to particiPants about

sLrstainability issues under the Victorian

government's Grow N,4e the Money

prolect).

N,4ore modest than the previously

n.rentioned green llrofess ortal progranrs.

the GreenPair'rters Assoc ation

neverlheless has lofty an.rbltiorrs. For

example. t is working on a p ot natLonaly

accredited training schen]e. At this i rrle.

however. menrbers of the association

voluntarily subscr be to a set o{ green

work Oractices in order tor tlreir

busir]esses to be listed on ne as green

painters. These practices ir]clude the use

of prodLrcts that meet the Green Star

gLridelines or are cerljf ed by Good

Enviror-rmental Cholce Australia or the

European Ecolabe , p us they recycle

wastewater and advise cllents on the
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These davs tne Airstra an Bus n3ss

Council icr Susiainaole Energy |BCSE) nas

a cornprehensi're accrecl tatlon prcgraF'

that reqrr rss oraclii oners lo be qualified

elecrric a.s ',,rho ha\./e also com0 eieo

aboul 60 hours oi a course ca ecr Gro

Conneci Desrgn and lnsta (SET056) Th s

course can be unciedaken vr' tfl a
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