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IN THE PAST SEVEN YEARS, ENVIRON HAS SHOWCASED MUCH OF THE !
DESIGNERS. WARREN McLAREN TURNS THE SPOTLIGHT ON SOME LESS WELL KNOV/N

Back in 2000, the Master Plumbers and
Mechanical Services Association of
Australia (MPMSAA) initiated a project that
would become an international program
known as GreenPlumbers. Since those
early days the program has trained well
over 6,000 plumbers and plumbing staff
from about 3,700 businesses in the
plumbing game.

This training has evolved to cover five
nationally accredited modules known as
Climate care; Caring for our water; Solar
hot water; Water efficient technology; and
Inspections and reports. Where a plumber
has completed all five modules, the firm
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employing him or her may market
themselves as a licensed GreenPlumbers

Business and they are includ

national register of such entery
registry can be accessed by
online simply by typing in their pos
and up pops a contact list of accredited
GreenPlumbers in their area, showing the
modules they have completed. A phone
hotline is also available

For 2008 an additional five modules
have been added: Principles of natural
wastewater design and treatment;
Commercial hot water; Principles of
pumps; Principles in urban irrigation; and




compulsory modtules: Energy
Management; Lighting: Pumps, Fans and
Motors; and Solar, Heating and Cooling.
Like the GreenPlumbers, EcoSmart
Electricians can, on completion of the

course, promote their ex with the

designated indlustry accreditation. Initially
trialled in Victoria and NSW in mid 2007,
the program is now spreading nationally
where it is administered by state chapters
of the NECA.

The accreditation, which is being
registered on the Australian National
Training Information Service (NTIS),
remains valid for two years, after which
recertification is required to ensure
electricians have maintained their
knowledge and currency in the appropriate
areas. Where businesses employ a
predetermined number of EcoSmart
accredited electricians, the contractor may
for an annual fee of $300, promote itself
as being part of the scheme. Although not
yet having the online search function of
GreenPlumbers, it is possible to submit
details on the program’s website and have
them email out a list of EcoSmart
Electricians in a given region

GreenPainters is not a program of the
Master Painters Association, alth
an associate member of the industr

Rather it is an independent non-profit
association that was set up to facilitate
environmental best practice for the
painting and decorating sector. Whilst not
being a direct industry leader program,
GreenPainters does have affiliations with
other relevant bodlies. It is an Ecospecifier
industry partner and a Business
Sustainability Mentor (providing guidance
and advice to participants about
sustainability issues under the Victorian
government’s Grow Me the Money
project).

More modest than the previously
mentioned green professional programs,
the GreenPainters Association
nevertheless has lofty ambitions. For
example, it is working on a pilot nationally
accredited training scheme. At this time,
however, members of the association
voluntarily subscribe to a set of green
work practices in order for their
businesses to be listed online as green
painters. These practices include the use
of products that meet the Green Star
guidelines or are certified by Good
Environmental Choice Australia or the
European Ecolabel, plus they recycle
wastewater and advise clients on the

(Image courtesy o
GreenPainters)

time to

and &

mature schemes in th

A rapidly chang

myriad association name

corresponding tweaks 10

These «

Council for Sus

a comprehens

first birthday

reditation prog

s the Australian

iters only re

Bus

nable Energy (BCSE) has

Environ Magazine

25



